DONATE LIFE CT

DBA Connecticut Coalition for Organ and Tissue Donation

Meeting Minutes January 9, 2006

Connecticut Hospital Association

Wallingford, CT

Present:

Tony Cannata




Lifechoice OPO

Sheryl Doulens



Yale / NEOB

Cheryl Edwards



Yale / NEOB

Sarah Boyle




American Liver Foundation

Marcia Hilditch



National Kidney Foundation of CT
Kim Hathaway



National Kidney Foundation of CT
Wes Johnson




Individual

Terri Amann




Individual

Danielle Daley



ESRD Network of New England

Roberta Bachelder



ESRD Network of New England

Note: The meeting was chaired by Marcia Hilditch, 1st past Chair, in the absence of Chairperson Ken Harrington.

Item: Approval of December Meeting Minutes

Discussion:  Because the December meeting was a social event: holiday celebration, the Board took no official actions and there were no motions or votes to record. No minutes were submitted for approval.

Action: Informational.

Item: Approval of Treasurers Report

Discussion: Roberta reported for Jenny that Donate Life CT has a total of $23, 697 in its account.  Activity for the month of December was 468.00 in checks drawn and 468.00 in receipts.  The following agency members have paid dues of 175.00: Network of New England, Life Choice OPO, American Liver Foundation and National Kidney Foundation. 

Action: Wes moved to accept the financial report, Tony seconded, and the report was unanimously approved. 

Reports from Sub-Committees

Financial Resources Committee
Members of the Financial Resources Committee are Jenny Kitsen, Deb Savaria, Joanne Thompson, Kim Hathaway and Jean Smith.  Kim Hathaway reported for the Financial Resources Committee that her group met by telephone conference call and have developed a job description for a part time Executive Director. The committee has created a document that describes principal duties, required skill set and qualifications.  The ED would be hired using CCOTD funds and pledged funds from member agencies. Other members of the committee added that the ED could not be hired until the Strategic Plan was completed and approved. The American Liver Foundation has been doing some work with an individual who may be a good match for the new part time position.  This potential candidate will be contacted as soon as possible.

Strategic Plan and By Laws Committee

Members of the Strategic Plan and By Laws Committee are Ken Harrington, Wes Johnson, Marcia Hilditch, Bill Lindsay, Jan Fenton and Roberta Bachelder.  Roberta reported that the Strategic Plan has not been addressed yet. The committee submitted proposed language to update and simplify the existing By Laws.  Proposed changes in the following areas were discussed: changing the group’s name to Donate Life CT, streamlining membership categories, Board composition, committee structure, voting procedures, and definition of Director, delegate, alternate, and member.  Terri and Kim will check with CT state contacts to determine how complex the applications are to officially change the CCOTD’s name to Donate Life CT.  Kim added that the by laws must be edited to include a conflict of interest statement and a nondiscrimination statement. The By laws committee will take issues raised by the group under consideration and re-submit changes to the By Laws at next month’s Board meeting for approval.  The Board agreed to work on the Strategic Plan all together instead of in a committee. Next month’s meeting will be extended from 2 hours to 3 hours and we will devote the entire time to development of a new Strategic Plan.  We will meet on Monday, Feburary 13, 2006 at CHA from noon until 3pm, each bringing a brown bag lunch. Roberta will bring beverages.   

Program Committee

Members of the Program Committee are Sheryl Doulens, Cheryl Edwards, Terri Amann, and Phyllis Medvedow.   Terri announced that she was successful in getting UI to put an organ donation message in their monthly bill mailers, she showed the group a copy of the insert. Terri will draft a list of proposed activities for Donate Life CT to undertake in support of April - Donate Life month.  Terri will bring the list to the February meeting so that members can volunteer to work on selected projects.

Tony reported that the Organ Donor Memorial Bench will be placed on the State Capitol grounds in the Spring, he will advise members when the actual date is set.

Danielle Daley advised members that she will be keeping a notebook with items to track activities of DONATE LIFE CT. This notebook will help the organization to establish and maintain its history. All Directors and members were asked to give these items to Danielle for this purpose.

Kim reported that the NKF of CT will hold its Annual Gift of Life Gala on February 4, 2006.  For more information about the event contact Kim or Marcia.

Marcia reported that the 2006 Annual Poster Contest is moving along well. We are on track with the mailing and will expand it to include Science teachers this year.  

The Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.

