Donate Life CT
Meeting Minutes April 10, 2006

Connecticut Hospital Association, Wallingford, CT

 

Present: 
Wesley Johnson                                               
Chairman

Bill Lindsay                                                           Rotary International

Debbie Savaria                                                   
LifeChoice OPO

Marcia Hilditch                                                     
National Kidney Foundation of CT

Roberta Bachelder                                               
ESRD Network of New England

Terri Amann                                                          Individual

Sheryl Doulens                                                     
NEOB / Yale New Haven Hosp.

Judy Goldwyn                                                       
Individual

  

Meeting called to order by Chairman Wes Johnson at 2:10pm

 

Item:  Call for approval of March Minutes.

Discussion: Minutes were briefly reviewed by those present.

Action:  Debbie moved to accept the minutes as submitted, Bill seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.

 

Item:  Call for Treasurer's Report.

Discussion: Roberta requested table of the Treasurer's Report until next month.

Action:  Report tabled.

 

Item:  2006 Poster Contest Awards Ceremony  Update

Discussion: Marcia reported she and Phyllis were prepared for the contest judging and ceremony. The judging will take place on April 17th at CT Hospital Association and awards will be presented on April 25th at our annual ceremonial event at Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield Corporate Headquarters in North Haven, CT.  The invitation and agenda for the event is under development and will be mailed April 11, 2006.  All teachers and students who entered the contest will be invited to the ceremony.   

Action:  Informational.

 

Item:  Community Health Charities Membership Update

Discussion: CHCCT has denied Donate Life CT's application for associate membership because we fell short of independent fund raising criteria.  Since the denial we have been cc-ed on a letter from the Lyme Disease Foundation to other agencies that have been denied or have had their membership status changed.  The Lyme Disease agency is questioning accounting practices of CHCCT and its ethical obligations to the charitable giving community.  

Action:  Wes directed Roberta to do more research with the letter writers to see if we should get involved in the challenge or stay out of it.  Roberta will report at the next meeting.

Item:  Organ Donor Awareness Events at the State Capitol.  

Discussion:   On March 31, 2006 there were several events at the CT State Capitol to kick off April as Organ Donor Awareness Month. There was a morning Legislative opening exercises with a Donate Life flag raising ceremony, a breakfast with state lawmakers and a Donate Life Quilt dedication.  The Donate Life CT Traveling Art Exhibit is currently hanging in the Hall of Honor at the Legislative Office Building and it served as a meaningful background for press photos taken for these events.  The Art Exhibit has been on display since March 16th and will be taken down on April 13th.    

Action:  Informational

 

Item:  CT Dept of Motor Vehicles Event held at UCONN.

Discussion:   On April 7 the CT Dept of Motor Vehicles held a press conference at UCONN Medical Arts and Research Center to announce availability of mail-in organ donor registration. This enhancement to the CT Donor Registry process will allow CT residents to download a mail-in application to the CT Dept of Motor Vehicles to register as organ and tissue donor.  Previously this registration could only happen when a person renewed their drivers’ license or when they applied for a new license.  CT residents can also call the CT DMV to request an application form be sent to them.  There were approximately seventy people and members of the press at the event.  It is expected that this new process will greatly increase the number of registered donors in CT.  

Action:  Informational.

 

Item:  Staff Search Committee Update

Discussion:   No progress has been made on the staff search committee. 

Action:  Informational.

Item:  2006-2007 Nominating Committee

Discussion:  Wes appointed Phyllis Medvedow, Roberta Bachelder, Joann Thompson and Marcia Hilditch to the Nominating Committee. The committee will present a slate of Officers for consideration at the May meeting, an approval vote will be taken in the June meeting.  (Note: Members are reminded that our organization takes a summer break in the months of July and August.)

Action:  Informational.

NEW BUSINESS

Item:  Program Proposal – Personal Promise

Discussion:  Judy Goldwyn described a proposal she is making to Donate Life CT to rejuvenate the Speakers’ Bureau we once had.  She would like to call the new project Personal Promise – A Program of Donate Life CT.  The program would train speakers to go out into the community and give presentations to the public about the urgent need for organ and tissue donation to address the tragic shortage of viable organs for transplant. She presented a written business plan to Wes Johnson; Roberta will forward the plan electronically for member’s to review. 

Action:  At the next monthly meeting on May 8th the proposal will be discussed.  

Item:  Mary Ann Horgan Retiring

Discussion: The Greenwich High School teacher, Mary Ann Horgan who has participated in Annual Poster Contest for the past 16 years is retiring.

Action:  The Board voted to purchase a special recognition gift, not to exceed $100.00, to present to Mary Ann at the 16th Annual Poster Contest Awards Ceremony.  Roberta and Marcia will coordinate the purchase and Cheryl Edwards will be asked to present the gift.

Item:  Large Donation from the Kyla Classic Memorial Golf Tournament

Discussion:  Donate Life CT received a large ($1,300.00) donation from the   Kyla Classic Memorial Golf Tournament.  The parents of Kyla, Robert and Nancy Jones, have sent the donation for the past two years.  They are directing their gift this time for the expressed purpose of pediatric research.  

Action: Wes will call the Jones’ to determine if we can keep the check or if they would like us to send it back.

Item:  Donor Memorial Bench at the State Capitol Grounds

Discussion:  Deb Savaria reported that the memorial bench is still on order and is expected to be placed no later than mid-summer at the pre-designated spot.

Action: Informational.

Item:  Status of Donor Awareness Posters at DMV locations.

Discussion: There is some uncertainty if organ and tissue donation awareness posters are being displayed at CT DMV offices with consistency.

Action:  Members of Donate Life CT are asked to visit the DMV office closest to their homes to see if the poster is displayed in a location where it is visible to public foot traffic.

Item:  Special Thanks and Recognition to Retiring Rotarian Allen Hurst.

Discussion:  Bill Lindsay reported to the group that Allen Hurst, District Governor Rotarian from East Hampton is retiring after many years of service to the community. Bill asked that Allen be recognized with a Special Award for his commitment to promotion of organ and tissue donation.

Action:  This Award will be given to Allen at the upcoming ceremony in North Haven.     

Meeting adjourned at 3:40pm

