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May 8, 2006 Meeting Minutes

CT Hospital Association, Wallingford, CT 

Present:

Terri Amann
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Sheryl Doulens




Yale / NEOB

Cheryl Edwards




Yale / NEOB

Debbie Savaria




Life Choice OPO

Marcia Hilditch




National Kidney Foundation CT

Wesley Johnson




Chairman, Transplant Recipient

Jenny Kitsen





ESRD Network of New England

Danielle Daley




ESRD Network of New England

Bill Lindsay





Rotary International District #

Jean Smith





Individual, Donor Mother

Roberta Bachelder




ESRD Network of New England

Interim Chairman Wes Johnson called the meeting to order at 2:10pm.

Item: Review of April Meeting Minutes.

Discussion:  Members were asked to briefly review and approve April Meeting minutes.  Bill Lindsay corrected the spelling of Allen Hurst’s name and corrected the place where Allen’s award was presented to reflect that the award was given at the Rotary International District Meeting in Hyannis, MA.  

Action:  Debbie Savaria moved to accept the minutes with corrections, Bill seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.

Item: Fiscal Report.

Discussion:  Jenny reported that Donate Life CT has in its bank account $23,051.00 Donate Life CT received written notification from CT Community Health Charities that our Associate Membership will not be renewed because we do not meet the independent matching funds criteria.     

Action: Fiscal report unanimously approved, notification from CHCCT about membership denial noted with collective disappointment, no further action. 

Item: Report of the Nominating Committee

Discussion: Marcia reported that the committee has developed a proposed slate of Officers for the coming 2006-2007 Fiscal Year as follows:  Wes Johnson to continue as Chair, Sheryl Doulens to serve as Vice Chair, Jenny Kitsen to continue as Treasurer and Terri Amann to serve as Secretary.  

Action: Taken under advisement, the vote for approval of the proposed slate of Board officers will be taken at the Annual June Meeting. 

Item:  Staff Search Committee Report 

Discussion:  Debbie and Cheryl reported that no progress has been made on setting up interviews from the Career Builders posting for the proposed staff position.  Cheryl stated that she would make calls to the people who sent resumes in the next few days.

Action:  Informational.

Item:   Personal Promise Proposal 

Discussion:  There was extended discussion about the Personal Promise Proposal that new member Judy Goldwyn submitted for consideration by the Board.  Essential Judy is asking Donate Life CT to lend its name and 501 (C) (3) nonprofit status to a project whereby a Public Speakers Bureau would be (re) established and grant funds would be sought to advance the mission of the organization in a number of ways.   Judy’s vision is to see Personal Promise become a program component of Donate Life CT.  Much of the proposal contained items that are already being done by our organization. 

Action:  The Board voted unanimously to decline Judy’s proposal at this time due to the amount of organizational effort needed to find a paid staff member and deal with the loss of Community Health Charities CT funding support.  Wes will write a letter to Judy explaining the decision and encouraging her to stay active in our group for as long as she wishes. There may be opportunities in the future to revisit the proposal, or some aspects of the proposal.   

Item:  Poster Contest Awards Ceremony and Art Utilization.

Discussion:  Marcia reported that the Awards Ceremony went very well and that the students were delighted to be recognized and honored.  Kit Richardson’s singing and Bill Lindsay’s moving invocation “To Remember Me” were highlights of the event. There were about 70 people gathered for the function, which was held at the Anthem BC/BS Corporate HQ in North Haven, CT on April 25, 2006.  There were several newspaper articles and photographs about the ceremony in local publications; Roberta will bring copies of the articles to the June meeting for those who wish to have them. 

Action:  Tee shirts displaying the first place winner’s artwork will be ordered for the Donate Life CT annual fund raising sale. The Board approved $1,200.00 to be spent on production of tee shirts, to be offered for sale at $10.00, as soon as they are ready.    

Item:  CT Motorcycle Riders Fund Raising Event

Discussion:  Cheryl Edwards reported that a CT Motorcycle Riders group held a fund raising event in April to increase organ and tissue donation public awareness.   

Action: Informational. 

Item:  Thanks For Asking Project

Discussion:  Sheryl Doulens’ suggested that Donate Life CT do more with the DMV “Thanks For Asking” project which was launched during the last holiday season.  The concept of the project is to encourage DMV front line workers to ask every driver’s license applicant if they wish to be a pre-designated organ and tissue donor on their license.  During the last holiday season Donate Life CT delivered baskets of treats to DMV locations with a card saying “Thanks For Asking.”      

Action: Members of the group were asked to drop by DMV locations and see if applicants were being routinely asked the question about organ donation. Issue tabled for further discussion at the June meeting. 

Item:  Recognition at the Rotary International District Meeting in Hyannis, MA

Discussion:  Bill Lindsay reported Rotary International District Governor Allen Hurst was given a Certificate of Recognition by Donate Life CT for his support of the organ and tissue donation awareness mission.  Bill noted that there were about 350 people in the audience where the Certificate was presented, which is a very effective way to spread the word about our important work.  

Action: Informational.

Item:  Annual June “Beach” Meeting 

Discussion:  Roberta reported that Phyllis would be happy to once again host the traditional Annual June “Beach” Meeting at her home in Milford, CT.  A list of food items for the luncheon will be posted on the Donate Life CT e-mail list serve.  The meeting will begin with late lunch at 1:00pm. 

Action: Informational. 

Reporting interim Secretary left the meeting at this point in the proceedings (3:30pm), meeting was later adjourned with no further items requiring Board action by vote. 

